
World Handicap System



Let’s get started

Welcome -
Introductions & Local Arrangements

Questions - Lots of opportunities

Terminology - Key words and phrases 
may be used

Audience Expectations & 1-10 Rating



England Golf’s WHS  Team

James Luke 

Head of Handicapping and Course 
Rating

Jonathan Ward

Course Rating Co-ordinator

Mike Greener 

WHS Handicapping Co-ordinator



WHS Global Structure

WHS 
Operations 

Group
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England Golf

County 
Associations

County 
Unions

Golf clubs

Golfers

Scottish Golf Golf Wales Golf Ireland

European 
Golf 

Association

All European 
Federations

Golf 
Australia

Golf 
Argentina

South 
African Golf 
Association

R&A USGA



WHS  in Numbers 

Average 
Handicaps:
Men – 17.4

Women – 27.2
Average 18-hole 
course length:
Men: 5861 yds

Women: 5353 yds

Over 485,000 
MyEG App 

Users

Average combined 
score 

(men/women) is 
93

1.4 million scores 
effected by PCC in 

2023 
9.3% of all scores

9 million + scores 
submitted 2023

Over 30% 
increase of scores 
being submitted 
by MyEG year on 

year

Average CR on an 
Average length 

Course for:
Men – 68.3

Women – 71.4

Comp Vs GP
Men – 58% Comp 

42% GP
Women – 78% Comp 

22% GP



Provide underpinning knowledge, resources, materials & 
training to club handicap committees. Who directly support all 
their members on the subjects of WHS and course rating.  

Objectives

Golfer
Club Handicap 

Committee
County Advisor

Regional 
Advisor

England 
Golf



• WHS Rules of Handicapping

• Rules of Golf (including any Local Rules)

• Terms of Competition (Event)

• Course Rating Standards

• Players Have Responsibilities Too: 
Appendix A of the WHS Rules

• WHS embraces digital technology

Differences to Remember



Recent Improvements 
to the Digital technology

Interoperability

✓ All active and operational within GB&I

✓ General Play rounds can be submitted through the My EG 
App

✓ Further parts of the world will be added in due course as the 
USGA and R&A complete their global project



WHS Rules of Handicapping

• Changes published as of 1st Jan 2024 
taking effect here in GB&I as of 1st April 
2024

• Will include additional GB&I guidance 
detail 

• Digital copies only to download via 
England Golf website



Will be aligned with the majority of global associations

The calculation of a Course Handicap is changing to include the difference 
between the Course Rating of a tee set being played and its (scorecard) Par.  
Thus, returning a player’s “play to handicap score” back to Nett Par (36 points) 
regardless of the Par on the scorecard, with no change to any Handicap Index®

HI x (Slope / 113) + (CR – Par) = Course Handicap

Some golfers may see a change in their Course Handicap

As of the 1st April 2024 all current Course Handicap tables are obsolete

CR-Par & Impact



CR-Par - Video



Where appropriate, standardisation of Par and SI values across 
all tees for each gender is recommended, once the Par for the 
main/master tee sets have been established in accordance 
with the following lengths.

Standardisation of Par (Appendix F)

Par Men Women

3
Up to 260 yards 

(240 metres)
Up to 220 yards 

(200 metres)

4
240 to 490 yards 

(220 to 450 metres)
200 to 420 yards 

(180 to 380 metres)

5
450 to 710 yards 

(410 to 650 metres)
370 to 600 yards 

(340 to 550 metres)

6
670 yards and up 

(610 metres and up)
570 yards and up 

(520 metres and up)



New Minimum Length of 
Golf Course

In response to requests from around the world, the updated WHS will include a new 
minimum length of a golf course to be eligible for a Course and Slope Rating.

This supports one of our key principles: For the WHS to be as inclusive and 
accessible as possible.

THE NEW LIMITS ARE:

• 1500 yards [1370 metres] for 
an 18-hole golf course

• 750 yards [685 metres] for 
a 9-hole golf course

Associations will factor this change into 
their Course Rating schedules going 
forward.



• Based on feedback from Clubs and Counties, Better Ball scores 
will be acceptable for handicap purposes 

• Only 18-hole competition scores - (Mandatory for acceptable 
scores)

• Individual / General Play score returns 
are NOT allowed when playing 4BBB

4 Ball Better Ball Scores



4 Ball Better Ball Scores



• Currently for competition purposes a course handicap is rounded to the 
nearest integer (whole number) and then used to calculate a playing 
handicap

• Under the new 2024 WHS rules, machine precision will be used for playing 
handicap calculations

Rounding

• This change will not impact a course 
handicap used for general play purposes 
or formats of competition play 
with a 100% allowance



Combining an actual but incomplete score with a calculated score 
to create a complete score.

The calculation and algorithm used to calculate an expected 
score is not shared by the USGA and R&A due to property rights.

Is used to identify machine 
precision calculations

Expected Score



Expected 
Score

The score a player is expected to achieve over a 
specified number of holes on a course of standard difficulty. 

It is calculated using the player’s Handicap Index and 
attributes a numerical value against any hole or holes 

not played during a round.

Under the 2024 Rules, an 18-hole Score Differential can 
be created for immediate use by combining the 9-hole 
Score Differential for the 9 holes played with the player’s expected score over 9 
holes.

Expected score will also be used when a golfer has not completed all 18 holes but 
has played the minimum number for an acceptable score.

‘Definition of an ‘Expected Score’

What is an Expected Score?



Hole 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Out

Par 4 4 5 4 3 5 4 4 3 36

S.I. 7 13 3 9 15 1 11 5 17

Score 4 5 6 5 3 5 6 4 4 42
Pts. 3 2 2 2 3 3 1 3 2 21

Sunnyside Golf Club
Orange Tees Course Rating (Front 9): 36.0           9-hole Slope Rating:  125
Name of Player: Jane Smith
Course Handicap: 16 Calculation 9-hole Score Differential

(9-hole par + 9-hole CH – 
(points scored – 18) – 9-hole 

Course Rating)x
(113 ÷ 9-hole 
Slope Rating)

= 5.42

(113 ÷ 125) (36 + 9 – (21 - 18) – 36.0)

Combining 9-hole Score with an Expected Score –
Stableford Example Using CR-Par

5.42

First 9-hole score 
differential

Expected 9-hole score 
differential+ =

Equivalent 18-hole 
score differential

9.52 14.9



An expected score will also be used when a hole has not been played.

A score from a round or when one or more holes have not been played may 
only be used for handicap purposes if, among other things:

• the round has been played over at least the minimum number of holes 
required for either a 9-hole or an 18-hole score to be acceptable, and

• the reason for not completing the round was valid.

The 2024 Rules include stronger guidance on what is a valid or invalid reason 
for not completing a round.

When a Hole is Not Played – Remember its not 
the choice of the golfer not to start a hole 
(Rule 3.2b)



Expected Score



• Terms of Competition are set by the Committee in charge of the Competition, not 
England Golf.

• Terms should be robust and available for all participants to read

• All terms should be reviewed annually

• England Golf 2023 pilot – Findings will be published via 
a formal paper

Terms of Competition



• There are different levels of access at Club level. All access is managed 
and administered by the Super Admin user at each club

• Clubs & Counties MUST ensure logins for users are unique, up to date, 
and MUST NOT be shared.

• All Handicap Index® records MUST be managed via the WHS portal

• Membership records MUST be accurate for integrity and reconciled for 
affiliation purposes

• Utilise the reporting functions! 

The WHS Portal



.

WHS  Portal Reports - Course/Playing 
Handicap  Tables



Thank You
Resources available on England Golf website
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