
 
 

County Presidents Report for 2023 season 
  
To start on a sombre note Keith Maplesden, a true stalwart of Hampshire Golf, passed away 
unexpectedly in June.  
 
Keith had a longtime association with Hampshire Golf in his various roles as County Secretary, President 
and Treasurer. He also chaired the Hampshire Golf Partnership, where his knowledge and enthusiasm 
were key in planning the future development of golf in the County. 
 
He is sorely missed. 

Highlights of the 2023 season…… 
 
Reports from our Team Managers are below but I’d like to highlight some of last year’s noteworthy 
performances. 
 
Ryan Henley (Stoneham) won the County Championship at Hockley in June, beating Liphook’s Darren 
Walkey in the Final. 
 
Walkley’s consolation was victory in the Courage Trophy at Barton-on-Sea Golf Club in early September. 
He also won the Cole Scuttle for the best aggregate score in the County Championship and Courage 
Trophy and the 2023 Hampshire Golf Order of Merit.  
 
Also at Barton……Martin Young (Brokenhurst Manor) won the County Mid-Amateur Championship for 
the 11th time since 2008. 
 
James Plater (Rowlands Castle) won the Junior Championship at Waterlooville GC. 
Mark Matthews (Sherfield Oaks), Noah Bailey (North Hants) and Thomas Chamberlain (La Grande 
Mare) won the U16, U14 & U13 titles respectively. Other age group categories were won by Dylan 
Watson (U12) and Jack Turnbull (U10).  
 
As our Junior County Champion, James Plater then represented Hampshire Golf in the EG Boys 
Champion of Champions at Woodhall Spa in September, where he finished in a creditable 17th place. 
 
Jamie Pinchon (Stoneham) won the Seniors County Championship at Tylney Park Golf Club, the first 
time this Championship had been played over 36 holes. 
 
Stoneham’s Harrison Pake was leading amateur in the Hampshire Open at Royal Winchester GC, losing 
out on the overall title after a sudden death play-off. 
 
The County Foursomes at North Hants Golf Club saw Stuart Archibald (Test Valley) and Luke Hodgetts 
(Hockley) prevail. The Mid-Amateur title went to Stoneham’s Ryan Henley and Richard Elmes. 
 
The Senior County Foursomes was won by Tim Barker and Mark Dunnington (both Lee-on-the-Solent) 
at Brokenhurst Manor GC with an impressive score. 
 
Alan Mew (Stoneham) and Mark Dunnington won the 2023 Seniors Scratch and Nett OOM respectively. 
 
Hampshire’s First Team, captained by Lawrence Cherry, won the England Golf South-East Group 
League for the first time since 2012 after beating Berks, Bucks & Oxon at Wildernesse GC (Kent).  



 
In the newly formed Challenge League, our Team made it through to the South-East Group Final before 
losing to Essex at Mill Hill GC (Middlesex).    
 
Les Mielles Golf Club (Jersey) beat Bramshaw at Lee-on-the-Solent Golf Club to win County Sevens title 
for the first time. 
 
In the Green Jackets Cup junior teams from Bramshaw, La Grande Mare (Guernsey), Rowlands Castle 
and Corhampton qualified for Finals Day at Hockley. Bramshaw won the title and then travelled to 
Woodhall Spa to represent Hampshire Golf in the England Golf Junior Champion Club.  
 
Joshua Potterton and Thomas Conquest shared the Hampshire Golf Junior Scratch OOM title and Ollie 
McDonald won the Nett OOM prize. 
 
Stoneham’s Harrison Price finished third in the prestigious SE Junior Championship at Thorpe Hall GC 
(Essex). The 2024 Championship will be held at Hockley on 29th May. 

Special mentions……… 

To the IOW’s former County junior Brandon Robinson Thompson, who made the half-way cut at the 
151st Open Championship as a qualifier. He followed this up with a Challenge Tour win in the Irish 
Challenge and capped his season with a fourth-place finish in the Challenge Tour Grand Final in Majorca. 
We wish him every success for the 2024 DP World Tour season. 

Hampshire had three players in the top fifteen of the Logan Trophy at Enville GC. Martin Young (=2nd), 
defending Champion Stuart Archibald (4th) and Toby Burden (15th). 

Darren Walkley lost out in a play-off for the Selborne Salver at Blackmoor and Robert Wheeler was 
fourth in the Hampshire Hog at North Hants. 
 
76-year-old Alan Wilson (Romsey) produced one of the rounds of his life to win the England Senior 
Series Tour Championship at Woodhall Spa in August. 
 
Thank-you…… 
 
To Richard Arnold, Chris Harrison and Judy Andrews for all their work on behalf of Hampshire Golf. A 
special mention to Joanna Cook who as Welfare Office, has helped oversee that all Safeguarding 
procedures are up to date. To David Matthews (Junior Manager) who’s enthusiasm and effort in building 
the blueprint for the County’s Juniors, I have no doubt will provide great success in the future. To Nicky 
Harden and the team of Course Rater’s for the amazing work they do for us all and also, the Refereeing 
team, led by Matt William (Chief Referee). Finally, to the Hampshire Golf Directors and Committee, 
Team Managers, County Coaches, and the Volunteers for all their hard work during 2023. 
 
We are always looking for Volunteers for a variety of different roles. If you are interested, please contact 
Richard at the County Office for more details. 
 
I would also like to thank Hockley Golf Club – the Home of Hampshire Golf, for their continued 
support.  
 
Finally, a big thank-you to all the Clubs who hosted Hampshire Golf events in 2023. Playing in County 
competitions gives you the chance to play competitive golf on many different courses. Courses on the 
2024 fixture list include Blackmoor, Alresford, Hayling, Liphook, Bramshaw, Stoneham, Hockley, Royal 
Winchester and Brokenhurst Manor to mention just a few.  
 
Many thanks and best wishes for a successful golfing year in 2024.  
 
 
David Wheeler – President 
 
 



 

Chairmans Report 2023 

This is the first year that we have had a formal Chairman as in previous years the President has performed 
the roles that the Chairman and President are now doing. 

As you know from the AGM last year, this was done to allow the President to attend the matches and 
competitions and the new role to take forward the management and business side of the County. It was 
always going to be an experimental year and working with the President we are now looking forward to 
fully establishing the job descriptions of both roles. 

I know that President David has covered our golf achievements and thanked our volunteers in his report, 
therefore I will summarise what we have achieved away from the course. 

It has been a pleasure to work with the Richard Arnold, our County Secretary this year and the addition 
of Chris Harrison as his assistant has allowed us to take forward various initiatives that in the past, we 
have not had the opportunity to do. 

I am delighted to list below some of our achievements this year: 

• Fully implementing the County Card App into the Clubs.  
• Brought in the 6-12 Future Champions Tour. This will be the biggest advancement for the future 

of Hampshire’s elite golf...possibly ever and will promote the Hampshire Golf name all over the 
County, in years to come.  

• Brought in the Golfway equipment (formerly Tri-Golf) to further develop new players of all ages 
through our own events and the ability for others to utilise the equipment.  

• Made the office more professional which has helped lay the foundation to much of the 
progression. 

• The office has instigated and dealt with the change in Head Coach and consequently arranging 
the working party for the 1st team.  

• Brought in the Code of Conduct for players, staff, parents & volunteers. Brought in Docusign to 
make this a more professional transition. 

• Enhanced relationships and communication with our member clubs on the Channel Islands and 
IOW.  

• 100% on top of the Affiliation Fees in both collection and numbers.  
• Improved safeguarding, protecting the County and those playing, by bringing in Joanna Cook 

who is doing an excellent job 
• Competition improvements such as live scoring, Hampshire scorecards etc...all increasing the 

professional impression we give. 
• Increased visibility and use of main Social Media platforms. 
• Improved the on-course experience with the instigation of Tee Markers, putting green and course 

banners, clock, pedestal etc.  
• Continuing to build a strong relationship with Hampshire Ladies and investigating a potential 

merger in the future.  

We have a strong base to work from in 2024 and I look forward to reporting further progress over the 
next 12 months. 

Steve Williams - Chairman 



 
 

Finance Report 2023 

Following submission to HWB for the inspection the accounts were confirmed in line with our 

management figures and there was a surplus of £66860. 

There are a number of factors behind this, which we have reported through the year and these are 

summarised below: 

• 2000 extra members = £19k – a reflection on the better collection and more accurate returns 
from our member clubs 

• £4k from late Affiliation Fee return from 2022 – extra above the expected figure for fees chasing 
– This will not be repeated. 

• £4k from late Affiliation Fee return from 2021-This will not be repeated. 

• County Card Income was budgeted at £20k and we received £31k – There will be negligible 
income from this source in 2023/2024 

• I-Golf surplus received of £2,700 wasn’t budgeted. 

• £2k Write Off of Vouchers 

To summarise income, we have received nearly £40k of income which will not be repeated in this 
financial year and £19k from additional members being reported by the clubs. 

• Expenditure was Budgeted at £161k and ended up at £138k. 

• Salaries budgeted at £88k and ended up at £77k – This was an error in the original budget 
figure. 

• Junior savings were £2500 SEG Foursomes, £5000 Junior Tour, £5000 CI Travel.  

• President Expenses £3k less 

• Course Rating net expenditure over £3.5k less – primarily due to no travel to islands, hotels 
or seminars etc. 

• Other savings in general expenditure due to improved control  

Whilst a surplus at this level needs explaining I believe the above does just that. We are in some ways a 

victim of our improved collection of fees and the above is a one off. We also have various initiatives 

running into the New Year which we could have rushed payment through before the year end but 

decided to leave until we had made sure the expenditure was being spent wisely. 

Our budget for 2023/2024 is being completed as I write this report but will show a deficit with the 

expenditure held over from last year and our desire to move forward on a break-even basis in future years 

with our planned investment in all golf in the County. Dependant on affiliation numbers, it is likely that 

we need to propose an increase in the affiliation fee at next years AGM, which would come into effect 

from November 2025.  

Steve Williams - Finance Director 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain’s Report for the 2023 season 

This is my first annual report as County Captain, and I am very pleased to report on a successful season. 

With the changes to the Colts structure this year, being moved to the Challenge League, I took the role of 

Captaining both teams’ last season. This led to a very busy summer; however, it offered continuity 

between the two squads, and I was able to monitor players’ performances much more easily; this led to 

very clear progression between the teams for the matches.  

We had a good and very productive pre-season, with a number of friendly club matches and training 

sessions at Stoneham. I would like to thank all the clubs and their members that hosted a pre-season 

game this year as these matches are very important to ensure the team is match fit going into the first 

league game, and are definitely matches that our players look forward to playing in.  

The first team had three fixtures this year, two being played at home and one away so we knew this gave 

us an excellent opportunity to reach the league final. Our first match saw us take on Kent at Liphook in 

May, we had a very strong performance and won the match 9-3.  A few weeks later we had our away 

match in Sussex at East Brighton. The team showed grit and determination as we won the match, but we 

were down 1.5-2.5 after the morning foursomes. This meant after winning our first two league games 

against Kent and Sussex all we needed to do against Surrey was draw. Unfortunately, a very strong Surrey 

side came out on top that day at Blackmoor. Our fate now rested in the hands of Surrey and Kent when 

they played their final league game, Kent were victorious in that match and therefore by half a match 

point we qualified for the league final in October against BB&O at Wildernesse GC. It really goes to 

show that every shot matters and every half point really makes a difference. There were a couple of big 

moments throughout the season where the team rallied around and dug in to ensure they at least got the 

half point in their matches.  

 

On 8th October we took the first team down to Wildernesse GC for the league final against BB&O and I 
am very pleased to report that we came out victorious in that match and beat them very convincingly 8.5-
3.5.  The team prepared and performed extremely well all day, with every player contributing at least half 
a point.  This result really shows the strength and depth of our county because four of my players who 
played the league matches returned back to university before the final.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is an amazing achievement as we have not won this title in 10 years.  We are already looking forward 
to defending our title next year. At this point I would like to say thank you to all my players that played in 
matches throughout the year, your commitment and spirit played a huge part in our success.  I would like 
to especially mention Martin Young as he had a perfect singles record last year and won singles points in 
all three league matches as well as his singles point in the final – well done Martin.    
 
In July we took on a very windy Farleigh Golf Club for the 6-man qualifier. After the morning round we 
were lying in second place but only 1 shot behind Kent who had the midway lead. While there were 
question marks as to if the course was even playable in the afternoon, Kevin Flynn (Head Coach) and I 
spoke to every player before teeing off to try and get them into the right mindset for the afternoon battle. 
The team performed very well in very testing conditions, and we very respectfully finished 2nd behind 
Kent. It was a great effort considering our recent results in the 6-man qualifier, but we are hoping to go 
one better next year.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I mentioned at the start of my report the Colts league finished in 2022 and a new Challenge league was 
evolved for the 2023 season. The format remained the same as the 1st team with foursomes in the 
morning and singles in the afternoon. The only difference to the traditional league is that we played both 
home and away in the same season.  
 
The season got off to a shaky start in May with a loss to Sussex at Army, after this match we knew that 
we had to win the remaining 3 matches to ensure our qualification for the final. Our second match was 
the away league to Sussex at Willingdon GC. The morning session did not go to plan as at lunch we were 
4-0 down, a place no team wants to be at lunch. With torrential rain in the forecast for the afternoon, we 
had a team meeting, and the message was never give up and I believe this was our turning point as a team. 
In the afternoon we won the first 7 matches meaning we had pulled it back to win the overall match. The 
final score was 7-5 to Hampshire and we knew we were back in hunt for the league title. This match has 
now been given the title ‘Miracle at Willingdon’! 
 
Moving on to July it was our turn to take on Kent. Our first match against Kent was at home at Paultons 
Golf Centre, a course luckily not many of the Kent team had played before which gave us an advantage 
straight away. The team played really well in this match and beat Kent 10-2, our biggest win of the season 
from either squad. The final match was at Chislehurst GC in Kent, a short but fiddly course and one 
Kent were hoping we would struggle round. The league came down to this match whoever won this game 
won the league and qualified for the league final. After a good battle Hampshire came out on top and we 
had booked ourselves a spot in the second final of the year, another fantastic achievement.  
A week after the 1st team final, marked the turn of the Challenge Team and we came up against a very 
familiar Essex team.  Unfortunately, Essex got the better of us on the day and they won the title this 
year.  We will be looking to go one better next year and claim back the title.  
 
Once again it was a fantastic team effort by all the players throughout the year and I thank them all for 
their hard work and dedication.  
 
I would like to formally minute some thank yous for this season. First of all, to Toby, my Vice Captain, 
for offering important advice and support throughout the season.  To Richard and Chris thank you for 
your professionalism, advice, support and time you have given me and the county this year. Without your 
organisation and support we really wouldn’t be the county we are.  To the coaches, Kevin Flynn and 
Simon Andrews, thank you for your advice and the technical advice you gave the team this year, you have 
both been very influential throughout the season and hopefully a relationship we can carry on for seasons 
to come. Thank you to all the players for their dedication, determination and professionalism throughout 
the year.  Lastly thank you to everyone who has support me and the team throughout the year - it is very 
much appreciated.  
 
On a personal note, I have enjoyed every moment this season, even the tough times. I believe it has made 
the bond between the team even stronger and we cannot wait to get back out on the course next year!  
 
Lawrence Cherry - Hampshire County Captain  



 

 
 
                                                          Seniors Captain Report 2023 

The Past, Present and Future match, along with the Hayling and Jersey matches were good preparation 

for the year enabling us to give the majority of the squad a game in these fixtures. This coming season we 

have been able to add more pre-season friendlies with matches against Wiltshire, Stoneham and the Isle 

of Wight. 

 

Playing the Jersey match at Brokenhurst was invaluable, being the venue of our first SEG League fixture. 

We beat a very strong Sussex team 6 matches to 4. Our second league match was against Surrey at 

Addington Palace, a venue that definitely favours the local team with very tricky fast greens and 

positioning from tee essential. We lost this match 7-3. A tremendous win against Kent at Rochester and 

Cobham GC 6 matches to 4, gave us second place in the league.  In 2024, we have 2 home matches 

against Surrey and Kent, hosted by Alresford and Hockley. We have one away match against Sussex at 

West Sussex. 

 

We did not fair very well in the 6-man Qualifier and SEG Foursomes, with disappointing results. 

 

The County Seniors Championship was played over two days for first time, hosted by Tylney Park Golf 

Club. Very testing conditions saw James Pinchon from Stoneham crowned as Seniors County Champion 

narrowly beating Dave Edmunds from Lee-on-the-the Solent. The 2024 Seniors County Championship, 

again over two days, is hosted by Royal Winchester GC. 

 

The Seniors Order of Merit was contested over 6 events, congratulations go to Alan Mew of Stoneham, 

who won the gross prize and Mark Dunnington Lee-on-the-Solent winning the nett prize. For 2024, we 

have added two more events to the order of merit, Lee-on-the-Solent and Hockley Senior Opens. 

 

Special mention should be made of Alan Mew who having qualified for the US Seniors. A great 

achievement in itself, went on to make the cut and qualify for the knock-out stages. 

 

It is an honour to be Seniors Manager, and there are lots of thanks I need to give to  

those who make it all happen and a rewarding experience for all involved. 

Thank you to all the players for their support, over 20 senior golfers were involved in the matches. 

Thanks to Richard and Chris in the office for their advice, guidance, planning and perfect execution. 

 

But most importantly thanks to all to all clubs, officials and members who have given up their courses 

hosting these matches and events. 

 

I am looking forward to a busy and successful 2024 season. 

 

Andy Palmer – Seniors Manager 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Junior Report 2023 

 
Junior Futures Tour Launch  

Chris Harrison fronted the launch of our Futures Tour. The Futures has been pitched to provide 

opportunities to golfers aged 6 – 12. There are 2 separate competitions. A non-Hcp section, perfect for 

golfers new to the game and a Hcp section perfect for players who have Hcp’s too high to enter the long-

standing Junior Opens. This year we had 5 events. We intend to develop this area of the Junior golf next 

year. 

Green Jackets 

 

Hampshire Junior Order of Merit Podium Places 

1. Josh Potterton 

2. Thomas Conquest 

3. Fred Gill 

Junior Championship Results – Hosted by Waterlooville Golf Club 

Overall Gross Top 10 

 

Overall Net (36 Hole Top 10)  



 

U16 Gross Top 10 

 

U16 Net Top 10 

U14 Gross Top 5 



U14 Net Top 5 

 

U12 Gross Winner  

Dylan Watson 

 

U12 Net Winner 

Dylan Watson 

 

U10 Gross Winner 

Jack Turnball 

 

U10 Net Winner 

Jack Turnball 

 

Channel Island Junor Support 

We have continued to develop the support to both islands in an attempt to avoid the costs in travelling to 

and from the mainland. The main aim being to make sure money is spent where it matters (on coaching 

etc) as opposed to excessive travel & hotel costs. We are striving to mirror the training day opportunities 

on the islands, and this is ongoing.  

Age Group Squads 

Under 12s  

Managers: Chris Harrison 

Coaches: Adam Glass & Barney Wytchard  

Psychology: Charles Kelly 

Training Days: 6 Number Sessions hosted by Sherfield Oaks GC 

 

Under 14s  

Managers: Richard & Rachel Beeston 

Coaches: Kevin Caplehorn & Adam Glass 

Psychology: Charles Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Team Results 

U14 League Table:  

 

Friendship Trophy – Winners (Our first win since 2011 – Event is Versus Surrey & Sussex) 

Mixed Age Group U12-U13-U14 – Winners (Our first win since 2014 – Event is versus Surrey & 

Sussex) 

 

Under 16s  

Managers: David Matthews & Wendy Gill 

Coaches: Kevin Caplehorn & Adam Glass 

Psychology: Charles Kelly 

 

U16 League Table:  

 

Under 18s  

Managers: David Matthews & Wendy Gill 

Coaches: Kevin Flynn & Kevin Saunders 

Psychology: Charles Kelly 

Training Days: 6 Number Sessions hosted by Stoneham Golf Club 

 



U18 League Table: 

 

 

6-Man, Boys Qualifier at John O ’Gaunt Golf Club 

Team Result  

 

 

Celebrating Player Success 

Harrison Price  

• Hampshire Junior Player of the Year Winner 

• South Easten Group England Golf Junior Championship (74, 75) – 3rd place 

• Impressive transition into the men’s Challenge League team, winning 5 points out of 8 versus 

Sussex, Kent and Essex in the Final (won both final matches - 6&5 and 3&2) 

Albie Beeston 

• Winner - Independent Schools ISA National Golf Championships - Worksop. 

• Tied 2nd - British Schools and Colleges League National Finals  

Thomas Conquest  

• Selection into the U18 England South Regional Squad 

 


